
Nuevas Amigas | 6 Nuevas Amigas | 7 

The Truth about Dogs and Cats in Spain
Pinetree Caterpillars: A Deadly foe for your pet

Lament of the Maintenance-Challenged
By Kara Martin

I am the daughter of a      You would think that would be the last time I had to endure 
construction worker. My mother cold showers in November. Not so.  Just last year I called the 
started a general contracting firm natural gas company to come and check the line, convinced 
over 10 years ago and is one of something was terribly amiss.  No matter how far we turned the 
those people who can make a handle in our shower, the water would not come out hot. Our 
work of art out of a heap of repairman cleaned the line, checked the pilot, took apart the 

lumber. Unfortunately, my handy- caldera and then, aha!  He kindly informed us that by putting the 
woman genes come from the paternal faucet on full force we weren't giving the water enough time to 

side of the family. My dad is one of the run through the system and heat up. The water has never been 
most intelligent people I know, and yet, more gloriously hot!
he once attempted to repair the porcelain      When it comes to household repairs the maintenance-
bowl of the commode with a hammer. challenged of the world immediately jump to the conclusion they 

No one ever quite figured out what he was are going to have to fork over the maximum dinero to get the job 
trying to accomplish but the end result was a done. That's why last summer when I was sure our washing 

cascade of water flooding the bathroom and a frantic call to the machine needed a new motor I was shocked when the bill came 
plumber. to 36 euros. The screeching noise and buckets of water left in the 
     Perhaps it is my fear of following in my father's footsteps that drum when the cycle ended was not because the spinner was all 
I am quick to call the handyman to repair all the creaks and leaks spun out, but because a lone euro coin had slipped into the drain 
in my home. (My husband is equally maintenance-challenged.)  hose. You know the little valve in the front of many washers?  If 
Here in Spain, this has translated into many bumbling I had just opened the valve instead of picking up the telephone I 
experiences. would have earned one euro and saved 36.
     For example, years ago I lived in a flat where I had to call and      Everyone who has had to endure such humbling moments 
request bombas of gas to heat the house and the water. Dutifully when the repairman tells you that you are doing something so 
I would call when the level was getting low to request una obviously wrong can feel my pain. We can take some solace, 
bomba de butano. Fall turned to winter and I was perplexed that though, in knowing these problems are not unique to Spain. 
if I wanted to take a hot shower I had to heat water on the stove Whether in Madrid, Spain, or Madrid, Iowa, someone is going to 
or else face the shockingly cold water from the faucet.  More try to hit that commode with a hammer. I just hope next time it's 
than once I called to complain, as surely they must have sent me not me.
an empty tank. Finally I broke down and called the repairman. 

Married to a Spaniard and living in Madrid--this go around--for After much questioning and deliberation, he kindly informed me 
over 2 1/2 years, Kara spends most of her time running after her my system ran on propane, not butane. Apart from being 
two young sons and in the streets of Majadahonda training completely inappropriate for my heating system, butane becomes 
for the London Marathon.ineffective in cold weather.

When the Spanish brought in pine trees from northern Europe to      Cats usually find the caterpillars amusing to play with and bat 
replenish their tree population, little did they know what else them around, only to sting their pads and becoming angry, they 
they were bringing. Along with the trees came the Pine Tree then will go to bite them and even have been known to swallow 
Caterpillars, minus their natural predators - the birds that can eat them. What the owner sees is a pet that is frantic with pain, 
them. usually frothing and crying and often in a state of shock. The 
     As we drove along the countryside on the San Jose weekend, affected area should be washed abundantly with water and an 
I was appalled at the number of spider-web looking bags icepack placed on it, and the animal raced to the nearest vet. We 
hanging from these trees. I don't remember seeing as many as a have seen pets with their tongue and lips burned so severely they 
child. These caterpillars were only a problem in our playground eventually fall off, animals in such pain the owners opt for 
in the spring. If they fell on you from the tree, you might euthanasia, and in cases when it was less severe, pets who have 
develop a skin rash.  Now, as a veterinarian, I attach another to be hand fed for life after long-term intravenous fluid therapy. 
meaning to them, one which almost spoiled my weekend. Seeing Of course, we also see pets that have recovered well with 
so many, I wondered if anything, was being done about them. minimum damage after treatment. And in the best cases, pets 
     These caterpillars fall in clusters of hundreds from the bags in who have walked in the area of the caterpillars and have painful 
the trees and begin a migration across land. They get in place pads but no severe damage.
one behind the other and move in lines, which is why the      Just a word to people: We've seen owners try to get the nests 
Spanish have named them “Los Processionarios”. They are down from the trees and the caterpillars have fallen on them and 
blackish gray with yellow hairs that emit a terribly caustic acid, caused a skin rash, or owners who have burned the nests and 
reminding me of the acid from the movie Alien! then had rashes, and even lung trouble from the smoke.
     Over the years, I have treated pets that have crossed their      The caterpillars usually hatch at the first heat of spring and 
path. As dogs usually keep their noses to the ground, they come continue to be seen until the end of April. Fumigation companies 
across the cluster and when the acid stings their nose or tongue, can spray the trees in October for best results, killing the eggs, 
the animal fights back by biting at them. In response, the and if that hasn't been done, they can spray in March and April 
caterpillars emit more acid and, unfortunately, the pet usually to kill most of the caterpillars. For more information call: 
loses. A.A.H. Veterinary Services at 91-357-4496.

Al-Zahra
(Restaurant in the Islamic Cultural Center on the M-30)
Salvador de Madariaga, 4
Metro: Bº Concepcion
Reservations: 91-404-3150; 91-326-2610

I live in the area of the Mosque and have been hearing favorable 
reviews about this restaurant from my neighbors for a long time. 
Since I am an ethnic food lover in a family of more traditional 
eaters, I decided I would try the restaurant as soon as I was able 
to find an adventurous friend to go with on the weekend. Al-
Zahra is open daily for A La Carte dining, but their buffet is 
served on weekends and holidays. 
     It's down on the second basement level, without windows, but 
the lighted Arabesque arches and domed ceiling cavities for the 
colored glass light fixtures make for a very cozy atmosphere. It 
quickly filled up. The buffet is open from 2 to 4:30 pm.; 
reservations are recommended.
     The first course is an all-you-can-eat buffet of about 20 
colorful and exotic vegetable dishes, nicely served up in large, 
flat platters. I don't know the names of but a few of these, such as 
Hummos (chickpea, garlic, olive oil and lemon spread with 
sesame paste seasoning) and Betinjan (similar to Hummos, but 
with eggplant instead of chickpeas). Something similar to 
Spanish pisto (stewed zucchini and tomatoes with spices) and a 
carrot and grain paste were among the other delicious choices. 
Arabic food is accompanied by slabs of Pita bread, already 
warmed in baskets on the table when you get back from the 
buffet, as well as your order of drinks. No alcoholic beverages 
are served within the Mosque, according to Islamic custom.
     The waiter had already taken our order for the main course, 
also included in the Prix Fixe of €14. My friend opted for a lamb 
and vegetable couscous, a copious bowl with a chunk of lean 
mutton and boiled garden products, which she couldn't finish. 
And I tried something that sounded like a terrine of meat with 
dried fruits, but turned out to be a small, flat cake of chopped 
meat and nuts with raisins and spices in a thin pastry leaf, quite 
solid and tasty.
     Dessert was not included, but the mint tea was. To accompany 
this, we just had to choose some Arabic delicacies from the 
dessert table, charged by the piece at €0,75. White chocolate-
surrounded mounds of almonds, phyllo dough filled with 
nutmeats and steeped in honey, almond or coconut cookies were 
included in the selection.
     I was pleasantly surprised at the high quality and low price of 
this Arabic buffet and I'm looking for adventurous friends to go 
back as soon as I walk it all off!

INC Restaurant Review
By Lynne Friedman

Off the Shelf:  New Books 
on Spain in English
I DISPLACE THE AIR AS I WALK

Marjorie Kanter´s work is 
fresh, ironic and impregnated 
with a subtle humor and 
sensitivity. Her free style of 
writing captures events and 
personal experiences of real 
life in different cultural and 
geographicalenvironments.
     She plays with words, 
grammar, mixes languages, 
and uses other techniques to 
give the right tone to her short 
literary pieces. Reading this 
book is a unique experience.
     Born in Cincinnati, Ohio in 
1943, M. Kanter currently 
divides her time between 
Madrid and Tarifa, Spain. Her 
writings are culled from her journals of the past eighteen years 
during which time she has lived and travelled in Madrid, 
southern Spain, the Dominican Republic, Morocco and the 
United States. Previously published work includes “El Enano” 
en Mucho Cuento and “The Skirt” in The Barcelona Review. To 
read a small selection frrom the book plus The Skirt published 
in The Barcelona Review go to: 
http://www.elasunto.com/mkd.htm 

ESPAÑA BRITANNIA

España Britannia reveals how 
much more there is to Anglo-
Spanish history than the 
Armada and Gibraltar.
Britain and Spain, two ancient 
kingdoms on the western 
seaboard of Europe, both once 
great imperial powers, share a 
long and colourful history. 
Over the centuries their 
royalty, seafarers, soldiers, 
politicians and merchants have 
crossed paths, often as allies, 
sometimes as enemies. España 
Britannia brings together for 
the first time in a single book 
many fascinating strands 
which have linked these two 
nations over the last eight hundred years.
     Alistair Ward was born in Guildford, England, in 1965. He 
was educated at Christ's Hospital, Horsham and Aston 
University in Birmingham. In September 1992, he travelled to 
the Spanish Basque country to take up an English teaching post 
at an academy in Irún. One day the director of the academy 
mentioned that the Duke of Wellington had once passed through 
the area. The comment triggered an interest in the fascinating 
shared history of Britain and Spain. After a year in Irún he 
moved to another language academy in Murcia in the southeast 
of the country. In 1996, having returned to live in England, he 
started work on España Britannia, not realising that it would 
take seven years to complete. He lives in Windsor with his wife 
Susie and two daughters, Isabella and Amelia.


